August 2011

Dear Current and Prospective Havurah High School Families,

As a result of a comprehensive evaluation by the High School/Middle School Task Force, we are happy to be adding a more comprehensive curriculum development and a Youth Educator charged with teaching and coordinating social and Tikkun Olam activities.  Deborah Eisenbach-Budner will supervise the Youth Educator and also work with the High School Committee.  
Leeza Negelev, the new Youth Educator, grew up in the Jewish-Russian neighborhoods of outer Boston and Brooklyn, NY. Her family immigrated in the early eighties from the Soviet Union. Leeza grew up dreaming of the West Coast, a place she'd only been in cinema and song. She studied education, writing, art, and philosophy at Evergreen State College. For the last five years, Leeza has taught and developed theatre and art programs. She now coordinates the after-school program at The Village Free School, a K-12 democratic school in Portland.  Leeza is thrilled to be crafting curriculum and dreaming up big Jewish projects.

Rabbi Joey will teach sessions during the second half of the year. We will also have special guests like David Fuks (for a night of Jewish humor), Emily Simon and Ben Anderson-Nathe. Students will participate in Tikkun Olam activities and socialize together, both each Wednesday during dinner and on other additional occasions.   

Havurah High strives to:

· enable students to develop and strengthen warm relationships with each other
· provide a rich curricular framework that includes relevant Jewish wisdom, values, historical experience, and culture as resources for our students to consult and engage with as they navigate their own emerging identities and challenging choices
· offer programming that includes a broader exposure to, and engagement with, the 
larger Jewish community, including other constituencies within Havurah as well 
as the local Portland and 
       global Jewish communities
· create an environment in which all vested parties are enjoyably engaged with the program 
Enclosed is a registration form. Registration is open until August 30th with a maximum of 30 students. Tuition is $250 per student (or $400 for two or more students from the same family. The program is for students entering Grades 9-12 in their secular school.  Any student hoping to continue with a Shabbat School cohort, but who is not entering 9th-12th grades, needs to speak with Deborah Eisenbach-Budner. We have also included the 2011-12 Class Schedule.  Classes run from 6:30 to 8:30 on Wednesday nights.  Dinner is served during the first half hour.  

Parents – Havurah High works for the kids because all of us are also a part of the mix.  Parental involvement and advocacy are crucial to the vibrancy and stability of this program.  The High School Committee determines policy and organizes the logistics of the program – from dinner and security to arranging social events and other opportunities.  We are happy to have new members for the committee (5-6 meetings per year).

Each family helps provide dinners.  All of this will be explained during our Potluck Social and Orientation, Wednesday, September 21, 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Please plan to attend with your High School student.

B’Shalom,

Your Havurah High Committee,

Stacy Hankin, Co-Chair            Janet Byrd, Co-Chair

Debbi Nadell                              Lisa Ellenberg

John Duke                                 Judy Herzberg

